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Resemblance and Distinction in the Culf Arab Costume;
An Anthropological View and Reading of the
Symbolic Significance of the Culture of Covering

Dr. Elsayed Elaswad

Abstract

From a holistic anthropological perspective, this paper seeks to
explicate the forms of resemblance and distinction in Guif Arab
costumes, rendering them intelligible within the unity and diversity of
cultural patterns themselves. Along with interpretative analyses, this
paper draws on ethnographic and comparative ethnological
approaches, and utilizes key concepts, such as icon, index and
symbol viewed as forms of signs whose meanings differ in
accordance with their relationships with the objects to which they
refer. The study accentuates that the forms of resemblance and
distinction in Gulf Arab costumes are different patterns of 'covering'
with personal, cosmic, religious and social significance.
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